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SAARC Charter of Democracy

Reaffirming faith in fundanental hurnan rights and in the dignity of the homan person a5 enunciated in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and as enshnned in the respective Constitutions of the SAARC
Member States
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1. Member countries should be encouraged to regard freedom of information as a legal and
enforcezble right,
2. There should be a presumption mn favour of disclosure and Govermments should promote a culture
of openness.

3. The night of access to information may be subject to limited exemptions but these should be
narrowly drawn.

4. Government should maintain and preserve records.

3, In principle, decisions to refuse access to records and information should be subject to
EU Convention on Human Rights
ARTICLE 10
Freedom of expression

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This night shall melude freedom to hold
opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public authority
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and regardless of frontiers, This Article shall not prevent States from requiring the licensing of
broadcasting, television or cinems enterprises.

2. The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject
to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary in
a democratic society, in the interests of national security, testitorial integrity or public safety, for the
prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, for the protection of the
repatation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of information received in confidence, or
for maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary.
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"Evervone has the right 1o freedom of opinion and expression; this right inchides their freedom to
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through
any media and regardless of frontiers.”
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"“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary imterference with his privacy, family, home or
correspondence, nor o attacks upon his honor and reputation. Evervone has the right to the
protection of the law against such interference or attacks.”
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Article 19:
1. Evervone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.

2. Everyone shall have the rght to freedom of opinion and expression; this right shall include
freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.
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3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special duties
and responsibilities. It may, therefore, be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such
a8 are provided by law amd are necessary;

{a} For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

{b) For the protection of national security or of public order or of public health or

maorals.
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