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Firstly [ thank MEDI. I'll speak in English so that those who are not able to understand Bangla can understand.

One hes to be patient. No use calling a glass half-empty. A plass 15 half full- that’s the way you need to approach
the whole 1s5ue.

Since ['ve taken over as Chief Information Commissioner, various things have happened in the Information
Commussion despite various difficulties. We have moved forward, we have managed to reach certain important

goals. And [ request all of you, if you have time, to come by, to meet us, to discoss with us on how we can move
forward,

For example, I'll give you what happened. In June, we sent out a circular letter to all the 64 Deputy
Commissioners of the country. Till today, 5% responses were received which doesn't include Banishal, Chittagong,
Rajshahi. It came only yesterday.

So, I'm surprised that those of you here from Rajshahi, Barishal Chittagong are not meeting their responsibilities
properly and it’s futile to say all this, coming here in Dhaka.
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The Anti-corruption commission
Director of Barishal must ask
Deputy Commissioner about why
the answers to 8 questions weren't
sent? The guestions covered
whether the information are
organized, are the trainings in
progress, what @5 the owverall
progress? It's your job to do it. No
use coming and complaining in
Dhakn, Similarly [ would request
evervone here that while we want
accountability in the process of
imparting information, it is equally
important for the lawyers to
enlighten their own community
gbout it. Pomting cut to Barrister
Tanjib who was there st the
discussion in the commission
yesterday he could have mentioned
that he was one of the resource person used by Article 19 yet he pot my designation wrong I'm not the Chairman,
I'm the Chief Information Commissioner. This shows lack of commitment. Similarly ['m pointing out o Dr.
Ananya Rathan that it is important to find positive and constructive engagement.

We now have an Information Commission and as you all know various important steps have been taken in the last
four months. We have been in front of the stimding committee in the parliament on information on two occasions.
["ve myself been in touch with various NGOs, so when you talk of NGOs, 1 was asking Shaheen Anam about how
many NGO there are sware of appointing designated officers. She said 22000, When few months back | wanted
tor check, | found only 10 (3 from Dhaka and 7 outside) sent names of designated officers. [ was very disappointed
at this lack of commitment from the NGOs. Since, my several efforts i front of the media print and electronic the
number has slowly crept up to 131 so0 [ do not kmow where they have got this figure 2%, it is 0.0176%. S0 we
have to get our act together, you kave to quote our statistics comrectly.

The next thing, | would request all of you to understand that I've requested the Education Minister and I've
mentioned this in front of the standing committee in parliament that in order for us to get a wider asdience we
need to take certain steps. In this context, ['ve had discussions with the CEQ of Grameen Phone, Robi- as they
have more than 60 millions mobile subscribers and | requested them of the idea of having free text-messaging
facility to which they agreed. So it will take time but it's underway. 1 told the education minister on whether he
can and he said he is considering it. [ discussed with the Honorable President and he liked the idea. | want a four
and a half to five page text made available in the text books of Grade 8 to 10 of secondary schools and Madrasa

I don't see any students here. MRDI should have invited students in the audience today. They are the future. ['m
just pointing out the difficultics and challenges. Now, I've heard sbout health care and capacity building. We had
two sessions of 4.5 hours each yesterday and one of same duration attended by Armies, BDR, others 15 bemng
carried out today at the commission.

All of them pomted out to one thing- why are we getting punished? What is our benefit in disseminating
information through all the hard work because it is not easy digging out 12 or more years’ information out of the
records? So I'm requesting the attention of Information Minister bere to take this issue up to the cabinel. There
should be & level of reward for the officers (GoNGO) for disseminating imformation, They should be given
institution funded mobile phones to communicate in this purpose instead of spending own money.

[ would also seek attention of the honorable Minister that if the defense services receive medals as recognitions to
achievements, The government shouold similarly initiate this process for the information officers for their services.
This will give them the zeal to move ahead and be committed. It 1s important.
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["ve been a civil servant for 34 years. I still remember the quotes from M K Gandhi- That civil servanis ane neither
civil nor servants- they are very lowly paid. 1 would like the NGO community even in front of me to get the same
salary as a government servant, get the same benefits of a government servant and [ want them to understand that
it is not easy being a government servant. ['m not being harsh or critical.

We are opening up an inter-active web portal to be ready by the end of this month. We have signed a MOU wath
Atol in the Prime Ministers® office. They are associated with UNDP, and we have already uploaded around 130
pages of web content. By the middle of October the names of 5500 plus designated mfo officers from GO/MNGOs
will be available in the web portal. [ want you all to use it

More importantly, | want all of vou to come to information commission to see what is happening, sec the

difficulties with which we are working and | would like the NGOs to come forward and say ‘O, you have
difficulties, here are some people we would like to give to you as infern, velunteer for helping you out.”

[ want all of you to come forward with positive sugpgestions and help us form all over the country. Go down to the
divisional levels not just sit in Dhaka. Don’t call the glass half empty, call it half full.

Thank you!
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R woes W= crEmen % oIt | I'm going 1o be very brief, with mixing my talk in english and Bangla.
The right to information Act was enacted due to a number of fectors which included civil society movement and
the responsiveness of the then-caretaker government who promalgated the ordinance and then a very strong
committment of the present government lowards accouniability and transparency. This is a law for the peoples, It's
the peoples’ act and we heve to use to, It's not to be kept over the shelf and forget about. === =0 S &fE
erd F =3H AER F=E 7R | The reason why development organizations involved themselves in the act was
to see how this act benefitted the common people of this country and T think we should put our focus there.
Common people suffer due to accountablity, corruption and lack of transperency. This act can promote and Fulfill
all these requirements, It was the government's pledge to roof out corruption and bring transperancy into
governance. That is why they enacted this law.

There are two sides to this: the supply side and the other- the demand side. One problem bies with the demand side
which I will elaborate on how to move forward, There is a great hesitency in seeking information for a number of
reasons. The grassroots are afraid on asking mformation- they fear that the government officials will have a
negative mmpression ebouot them. Another problem lies with the supply side. The designated officer when asked for
information feels insecure, that how will his'her superiors think about it. Both the supply and demand side needs
capacity building and creating awamess in both.

We as NGO are doing it, the media especially the government supported medias should come forward in awanng
the peoples about the Act.
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The journalists are confused as to why we
suddenly have to use the Act to get information
as they have been receiving information without
the Act since many years and many of them think
that many are not getting information due to this
Act But they also have a duty to publicize this
Act They should let the people know about the
Act, which we are not doing.

Please do not have this misunderstanding  the
information commission i8 in place they are
doing their part. [is really uphealed batile and we
should give them time. The government has been
proactive- through providing all the necessities
for the effective implementation of this Act. And
we are too involved with the loopholes- what is
not there in the Act We should focud more on
what is there and how can we use it?

Why don't we go through the whole procedure and come to the end of appealing to the information commission
when we do not get the required information before we come to the conclusion that this Act is not working. |
asloed the information commissioner- Are they getting appeals to which he ssid- Yes we arel [n India, the number
of years the Act is getting older lesser appeals is coming, becanse informaiton are being disclosed proactively, So
we the GOsNGOs shoold disclose information on the website so that peoples can get it without asking, [ totally
agree that the NGOs should be more forthright in giving out information, identifying designated officers and
informing the mformation commission. This has to be made possible. The main thing is there needs to be a huge
change i culture, We need to overcome the culture of seerecy both from the supply and demand side.

We will monitor how this RTI Act is bemg implemmeted and if we do see anything is going oul of the spirit of the
RTI Act we shall point it out. Thanks to everyone!
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w1, CHIATS TEAW, (FEIFA, A e wue =% | Now | would like to request US Ambassador to Bangladesh His
Excellency Mr. James F. Monarty to deliver his thought on RT1L, how to move forward.
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