Report

Visit to London

Period: 9 to 13 July 2019



Summary:

A free and independent media plays a vital role in protecting human rights and holding
the powerful to account. Media freedom is the lifeblood of democracy and can be the
foundation for economic prosperity and social development. It means that society can
be free, fair and open. Journalistic scrutiny is an essential part of a vibrant and
healthy democracy.

The UK and Canada are committed to promoting media freedom across the globe. It is
an essential component of economic prosperity, social development and resilient
democracies. It is a right to which all governments have committed, as enshrined in
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: “freedom to hold opinions
without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through
any media and regardless of frontiers.”

The Global Conference for Media Freedom held during 10-11 July 2019, is part of an
international campaign that launched, intended to respond to the UN Secretary
General’s call “to protect journalists and media workers, and to create the conditions
they need to do their essential work, and to investigate and prosecute the
perpetrators of attacks on them”.

The campaign aims to:
e shine a spotlight on media freedom everywhere, increasing the costs to those
violating it;
e improve the safety of journalists and media workers and their ability to work
without interference, reducing attacks on journalists and easing state
restrictions on freedom of media and expression.

The Global Conference for Media Freedom in London, co-hosted with Canada, brought
together 65 ministers including British Foreign Minister Jeremy Hunt, Canada’s Foreign
Minister Chrystia Freeland and Bangladesh State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar
Alam and around 1,500 journalists, activists and academics from 100 different
countries. Bangladesh High Commissioner to UK Saida Muna Tasneem, Press Minister
and other officials of the High Commission attended the conference.

The participants made pledges to act together for protecting press freedom and
cooperation between states on responding to specific cases. The conference also
proposed to kick-start a global fund to provide legal advice and safety training to
journalists and further help to independent media.

Participating countries signed a “Global Pledge on Media Freedom” in which they
committed to stand together to intervene at the highest level with the governments of
countries where media freedom is at risk and to show solidarity with countries that
work to build media freedom. “Attacks on media freedom are attacks on human
rights”, the pledge mentioned. Press Minister of Bangladesh High Commission to UK
signed the document on behalf of Bangladesh.



MRDI’s Executive Director Hasibur Rahman, General Secretary of National Press Club
Farida Yasmin, Special Correspondent of Ekattor TV Farzana Rupa and other delegates
from Bangladesh attended the conference.

Hasibur Rahman attended the plenary sessions and took part in the discussions of the
parallel workshops. He availed the opportunity of sharing ideas with the participating
journalists from different countries. He also interacted with the Bangladeshi
journalists located in London.

Travel dates:
Left Dhaka- Tuesday, 9 July via Qatar airways
Returned to Dhaka- Saturday, 13 July via Qatar airways
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Day 2 - Thursday 11 July 2019
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